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State engineers to meet with legislators Wednesday
MADISON-Theimpactofno-bidstatecontractsislikelytobepartofthediscussionwhen

Wisconsinstateengineersmeetone-on-oneattheCapitolwithlegislatorsWednesdayto

discussissuesandexchangeviews.

"Thestatecontinuestosignno-bidcontractsthatprovidefourtosixpercentannualincreases

toprivateengineeringconsultants,butrefusestoprovideevenmodestincreasestoitsown,

mission-testedemployees,"saidSharonBremser,presidentoftheStateEngineers

Association(SEA).

SEAisabargainingunitforabout1,100engineersandengineering-relatedprofessionals

employedbymorethanadozenstateagencies.Annuallyforthepasteightyears,SEA

membersacrossthestatehavesetasideadayofpersonaltimetotraveltoMadisonand

exchangeinformationwiththeirlegislators.

BremsersaidaSEA-backedstudycomparingprivateconsultantsversusstateengineercosts
showedthatstateengineersareatleast18percentmorecosteffectivethanprivate
alternatives.

"Ourmemberswillbesuretopointthatfactouttolegislators,"Bremsersaid."Thetruthis
thattaxpayerspaymoreforengineeringworkwhenitiscontractedoutthanwhenstate
engineersdothejob."

OtherissuesthatSEAmembersplantodiscusswithlegislatorsincludethecontinuingissue
oftransportationfunding,contractreformrule-making(Act89),stateagencyreorganization,
bargaining,statevehiclefleetissues,andpoliticalfundraisingbyappointedstateofficials.

"SEADaygiveslegislatorsachancetomeetourmembersandbetterunderstandour
dedicationtoprovidequalityservicetothepeopleofWisconsin,"Bremsersaid.

FormoreinformationaboutSEA,visitwww.wisea.orgontheInternet.
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